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by Rick Warren of Saddleback Church 
 

    Two thousand years ago, in the Middle East, an 

event occurred that permanently changed the world. 

Because of that event, history was split. Every time 

you write a date, youôre using the resurrection of 

Jesus  Ch r i s t  as  th e fo ca l  po in t .  

    Whatôs so important about Easter? Itôs important 

because it proved that Jesus was who he claimed to 

be. He was God in the flesh, and he came to earth to 

save us. 

    Three events occurred in a dramatic succession on 

that Easter weekend: the trial of Jesus, then the death 

of Jesus, and finally the resurrection of Jesus. Let's 

look at each of those events and their implications.  
 

The Trial  

    Jesus actually went through six trials. In that one 

night, he was brought before Annas, Caiphas (the 

high priest), the Sanhedrin (the religious Supreme 

Court), Pilate (the governor of Jerusalem), Herod 

(the governor of Galilee), and then back to Pilate. At 

the end of those six trials, what did they find to ac-

cuse him of? Nothing. He had done nothing wrong. 

They brought in people to make up phony charges, 

but those didnôt stick. Finally they convicted him on 

one count: claiming to be the Son of God. Thatôs the 

sole reason Jesus went to the cross. They didnôt like 

that claim.  

    Everyone who has ever been presented with Jesus 

has already made some kind of decision about who 

he is. You either believe heôs a liar, or you believe 

Whatôs so important about Easter?Whatôs so important about Easter?  
heôs a lunatic, or you believe heôs the Lord. It canôt 

just be: ñI believe he was a good teacher.ò He could-

nôt be just a good teacher, because a good teacher 

would not say, ñIôm God, and Iôm the only way to 

heaven.ò A good person would not say that unless it 

was the truth.  

    Jesus claimed to be the Savior of the world. In 

John 12:47, he is recorded as saying: ñI didnôt come 

to judge the world. I came to save it.ò He allowed 

himself to be put on trial so there would be no doubt 

about who he was. He could have stopped the trial at 

any moment. He knew he would be proven guilty 

and put on the cross -- but he allowed it to happen. It 

was all part of the plan. 
 
 

The Death 

    After a night of beatings and mocking, after being 

crowned with painful thorns, Jesus was crucified. 

Crucifixion is probably the most brutal and torturous 

death penalty ever devised by men. His hands were 

stretched out wide against the cross and nailed 

through the two bones in each wrist. As the nails 

went through this part of the flesh, they would strike 

the nerve that travels up the arm and cause excruci-

ating pain.  

    If you hung this way for any period of time, the 

muscles around your chest cavity began to be para-

lyzed. Youôd be able to breathe in but you couldnôt 

breathe out. 

 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Are you willing to gamble your life Are you willing to gamble your life   

that He was wrong?that He was wrong?   
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

Death on a cross would have been a simple matter of suffocation -- 

except the Romans didn't want to make it that easy.  

    Theyôd take a personôs knees and bend them a little bit and nail 

the feet to the cross. So a man would hang there in absolute agony 

until the pain in his chest was about to explode -- and then he 

would lift himself up on his nailed feet to grab a breath. When the 

pain in his feet grew unbearable, heôd let himself back down again 

-- until the pain in his lungs became unbearable. It was an incredi-

bly torturous event. Eventually, the soldiers would break the legs 

of the criminal to hasten death by suffocation.  

    In the case of Jesus, they didnôt have to break his legs, because 

he had already died. But just to make sure, they stuck a spear in 

his side.  

    Water and blood came out of the chest cavity, which, doctors 

say, only happens if the heart rips. You can call it what you want, 

b u t  J e s u s  d i e d  o f  a  b r o k e n  h e a r t . 

Why did Jesus have to die? Because he alone was able to pay for 

your sins. You deserved punishment, but Jesus paid the penalty for 

you.  
 

The Resurrection 

    After Jesus died, they took his body down and put him in the 

tomb, and a giant millstone was set in front of the cave. The reli-

gious leaders -- worried that Jesusô body might be stolen -- asked 

for Roman guards to be posted in front of the tomb. They didnôt 

want him coming out! But of course, he did. 

You know the story. But itôs important to remember that Easter is 

not some memorial to a nice, good religious teacher who lived 

2,000 years ago. Itôs a celebration of the fact that he is alive today. 

Iôm living proof -- and so are the approximately 1 billion Chris-

tians who wil l celebrate Easter this weekend.  

ñ... by being raised from the dead he was proved to be the mighty 

Son of God, with the holy nature of God himself.ò (Romans 1:4, LB) 

    Easter is the good news about God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who came as a human baby, born into King David's royal family 

line. Four historical records say he showed himself to 500 people at 

one gathering. Can you imagine witnessing his death and then see-

ing him walking around Jerusalem three days later? What an amaz-

ing thing! When Jesus was hanging on the cross, the skeptics and 

critics mocked him and said, ñIf youôre the Son of God, why donôt 

you just pull yourself down from that cross? Why donôt you just 

come down and show that youôre really God?ò Jesus had something 

more spectacular planned. He said, ñIôm going to let you bury me 

for three days, then Iôll come back to life to prove that I am what I 

am.ò  

    What does this mean to us today? In one sense, Jesus Christ is 

still on trial. Heôs on trial in the heart and mind of every person who 

has not yet acknowledged him as the Son of God, the Savior of the 

world.  

    Whatôs your verdict? You see, Easter really boils down to only 

two issues. One, is Jesus who he says he is? Is he God? Or is he a 

lunatic or a liar? And two, if he is who he says he is, when are you 

going to start following what he says to do with your life? 

    Today, you sit in judgment of Jesus Christ. Just as Pilate asked, 

ñWhat shall I do then with Jesus who is called the Christ?ò you also 

must decide whether he was who he said or not. 

 

(Rick Warren is the Senior Pastor of Saddleback 

Church in Lake Forest, California.  He is also a 

bestselling author of many books such as The Pur-

pose Driven Church and The Purpose Driven Life.) 

1.1.  Admit you are a sinner and need forgiveness.Admit you are a sinner and need forgiveness.    

2.2.  Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.    

3. Through prayer...3. Through prayer...  Confess that Jesus Christ is the only way to God Confess that Jesus Christ is the only way to God   

and commit  to live for Him for the rest of your life. and commit  to live for Him for the rest of your life.   

  

What to PrayWhat to Pray:  
 

Dear Lord Jesus, Dear Lord Jesus,   

I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness. I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness.   

I believe that You died on the cross for my sins and rose I believe that You died on the cross for my sins and rose   

from the grave to give me life.   I know You are the only way to God from the grave to give me life.   I know You are the only way to God   

so now I want to quit disobeying You and start living for You. so now I want to quit disobeying You and start living for You.   

Please forgive me, change my life and show me how to know You. Please forgive me, change my life and show me how to know You.   

In Jesus' name. Amen. In Jesus' name. Amen.   
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements  

Who is Your Deacon? Who is Your Deacon?   

    The Deacon Care Ministry exists to serve 

individuals and families of AGF.  Thirteen (13) 

deacons are assigned to AGF members.  They 

are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to 

pray for you, provide spiritual encouragement, 

and walk with you through tough times. Please 

note: It is imperative to complete our church 

database information so we may team you up 

with a deacon.   To find out which deacon is 

assigned to you, contact Deacon Calvin Wood, 

head of the Deacon Care Ministry, at cswoodjr@yahoo.com. 

www.agfchurch.org 

Deacon Calvin Wood, 

head of the Deacon Care  

Ministry 

Teen Boys Grace GroupTeen Boys Grace Group  

   Contact Geary Shaw  

(gearyshaw@yahoo.com) 

for teen boys grace group 

meeting 

information. 

ñNow then, my sons, ñNow then, my sons, 

listen to me; blessed are listen to me; blessed are 

those who keep those who keep   

my (my (wisdomwisdom) ways.ò ) ways.ò   

(Proverbs 8:32)(Proverbs 8:32)  

 

  

from Sherry Gibsonfrom Sherry Gibson  
  

* * SSince 1990, more than 10,000 American children have died at the hands of their par-ince 1990, more than 10,000 American children have died at the hands of their par-

ents or caretakers. Four children die every day in this country from child abuse and ne-ents or caretakers. Four children die every day in this country from child abuse and ne-

glect. glect.   

* Ohioôs rate of child abuse and neglect ranked 11th in the nation.* Ohioôs rate of child abuse and neglect ranked 11th in the nation.  

* * OOver a fourver a four--year period, Ohio has seen the number of children abused and neglected year period, Ohio has seen the number of children abused and neglected 

double from 24,998 in 2002 to the most recent 50,140 in 2006.double from 24,998 in 2002 to the most recent 50,140 in 2006.  

* * Based on best available research, as many as 2,006 of the 50,140 Ohio victims of Based on best available research, as many as 2,006 of the 50,140 Ohio victims of 

abuse and neglect will grow up to become violent criminals who would never have abuse and neglect will grow up to become violent criminals who would never have 

become so if not for the maltreatment they endured as children.become so if not for the maltreatment they endured as children.  

Small, positive actions can make a difference Small, positive actions can make a difference   

in the life of a child!in the life of a child!  
  

* * HHelp children to feel loved and secure, even when they do something wrong.elp children to feel loved and secure, even when they do something wrong.  

* Become a mentor to a young parent, especially a teen* Become a mentor to a young parent, especially a teen--parent. Parenting does not parent. Parenting does not 

come with an instruction manual, and your knowledge and experience can make come with an instruction manual, and your knowledge and experience can make 

the difference in the lives of young families. Be a rolethe difference in the lives of young families. Be a role--model!model!  

* * AAnd most importantlyé.share the love of God through the Word and your actions; be nd most importantlyé.share the love of God through the Word and your actions; be 

a living example by your daily behaviors. a living example by your daily behaviors. Donôt just talk the talkéwalk the walk!Donôt just talk the talkéwalk the walk!  

If you are aware of any child abuse, donôt hesitate to call theIf you are aware of any child abuse, donôt hesitate to call the  

local child abuse hotline at 216.696.KIDS local child abuse hotline at 216.696.KIDS   
  

FFor more information on child abuse prevention, visit the Beyond Walls Outreach table. or more information on child abuse prevention, visit the Beyond Walls Outreach table.   


